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	 Convention Minutes


Call to order
A convention of the Unified Libertarians of Massachusetts was held at 2:00 pm on March 21st, 2026 at Norwood VFW Post 2452, 193 Dean Street, Norwood MA
Attendees included:
	Sean Kennedy, chair
James Parent, vice chair
Matthew Gorham, treasurer
Kimberly Sullivan, secretary
Thomas Eddlem, at-large member
Jason Brand, at-large member
Al Ozonoff, at-large member
George Calley, at-large member
Ryan Sullivan, at-large member
Cory Lanker 
Walter Kennedy
Kevin Reed
Turli Krua
MyHang Ozonoff
	Brodi Elwood
Natalie Bassel
Chris Cunningham
Dave Burnham
Scott Gray
Pia Kennedy
Loucie Lynch
Sean Lynch
Rich McDonough
Joe Stivaletta
Shubham *
Wes Benedict*
Mark Linde *
*Not ULMA Member




Credentials Report 
Membership Director Al Ozonoff reported 24 members present, 20 eligible to vote. A majority is 12, and two-thirds is 14.
Bylaws Committee Report 
Sean Kennedy, chair of the Bylaws Committee, delivered the Bylaws Committee report.
See Appendix for full text of the amendment proposals.
Motion 1. Sean Kennedy called for a motion; Dave Burnham moved to adopt the first  amendment proposal in the Bylaws Committee Report, Article III: State Convention. Seconded by Ryan Sullivan
The motion passed with 17  yes, 1 no, 1 abstaining.
Motion 2. Sean Kennedy called for a motion; James moved to adopt the second  amendment proposal in the Bylaws Committee Report, Article III: State Convention. Seconded by Ryan Sullivan
No discussion
The motion passed with 17  yes, 2 no.
Election of New of Officers
Chair Sean Kennedy opened the floor for nominations.
The following people were nominated for officer and at-large positions:
	Chair
	Sean Kennedy

	Vice Chair
	James Parent

	Treasurer
	Matthew Gorham

	Secretary
	Kimberly Sullivan

	At-Large
	Jason Brand
George Calley
Thomas Eddlem
Al Ozonoff
Ryan Sullivan
(1 open at-large)



The slate was elected unanimously with 20 yes and 0 no..
Election of Judicial Committee
Chair Sean Kennedy opened the floor for nominations. 
Dave Burnham, was nominated by James Parent second by Thomas Eddlem.
Dave was elected unanimously with 20 yes and 0 no votes.
[bookmark: _heading=h.n8x7bj1fdl1a]LNC Delegate Nonminations
Chair Sean Kennedy opened the floor for nominations.
The following people were nominated for National Convention Delegate Seats:
Sean Kennedy
Jason Brand
Thomas Eddlem 
Brodi Elwood
James Parent
Sean Lynch
Loucie Lynch
Kimberly Sullivan
George Calley  

The slate was elected unanimously with 20 yes and 0 no.
Speakers
The convention heard from the following speakers:
Wes  Benedict– Candidate Recruitment, Supporting Libertarian candidates
Sean Kennedy – How to get involved at your local level

[bookmark: _heading=h.ob0roh6413z]Brief 2026 Executive Committee meeting
Motion by Sean Kennedy to assign at large at next meeting seconded by Ryan Sullivan, passed via 9-0 voice vote
April meeting set for 4/16/26 
Adjournment
The convention adjourned at 5:56 pm.


	Kimberly Sullivan
	
	

	Secretary
	
	Date of approval



Appendix
The following are the proposed amendments to our bylaws and will be voted upon by the members at our upcoming convention on March 21st.
Proposed Amendment to Article III
Unified Libertarians of Massachusetts Bylaws
Amendment
Article III: State Convention 
1. A regular State Convention shall be held in March every calendar year, and shall be organized by the State Committee.  
The first sentence of Article III is hereby amended by striking the word “March” and inserting the word “October” in its place, so that it shall read as follows:
“A regular State Convention shall be held in October every calendar year, and shall be organized by the State Committee.”
Explanation
This amendment moves the annual State Convention from March to October beginning in 2027.
The Libertarian National Convention for 2028 has been scheduled for February 2028. Under our current bylaws, delegates to the National Convention are chosen at the State Convention held immediately prior to that National Convention. If our regular State Convention were to remain in March, it would occur after the February 2028 National Convention, making it impossible to select delegates in time.
Moving the regular State Convention to October ensures that:
· Delegates to the National Convention are selected well in advance of the February 2028 National Convention.
· The delegation has sufficient time to organize and fill any vacant delegate seats in accordance with the bylaws.
· The Party avoids holding its annual convention during months with major holidays, such as November and December, which can negatively affect attendance and productivity.

If adopted at the March 2026 Convention, the March 2026 Convention will proceed as scheduled, and the next regular State Convention will be held in October 2027, with October serving as the annual convention month thereafter.
Proposed Amendment to Article III
Unified Libertarians of Massachusetts Bylaws
Amendment
Article III currently provides:
“The delegation nominated at the State Convention may by ¾ vote add delegates to empty seats for the national convention.”
This sentence is hereby stricken in its entirety and replaced with the following:
“The delegation elected at the State Convention may fill vacant delegate positions to the Libertarian Party National Convention by email ballot conducted by the Chair at any time after the delegation is elected and prior to the credentialing deadline established by the Libertarian National Committee, or any other delegate certification deadline established or published by the Libertarian Party or Libertarian National Committee.
For purposes of this section, the elected delegation shall act as the decision-making body for filling vacant delegate positions.
A vacancy shall exist whenever the number of seated delegates is fewer than the total number of delegate positions allocated to ULMA by the Libertarian National Committee for that national convention.
Alternates, if any, shall automatically be elevated to fill vacancies in the order in which they were elected and shall not require a vote of the delegation. The Secretary shall promptly notify any such alternate of their elevation, confirm the individual’s acceptance, and notify the Executive Committee by email.
Nominations to fill any remaining vacancies shall be submitted in writing to the Chair by any seated delegate. The Chair may accumulate nominations for up to seven (7) days before issuing the email ballot but shall issue the email ballot no later than seven (7) days after the first pending nomination is received, provided that the ballot concludes prior to the applicable national deadline described above. If the Chair fails to issue the email ballot required by this section within the time prescribed, the Secretary shall issue the email ballot.
All timely nominations shall be included on the ballot. A single ballot may include multiple nominees, and each nominee shall be voted upon individually. Any nominee receiving the affirmative vote of three-fourths (¾) of votes cast shall be elected, up to the number of vacant positions available, provided that at least a majority of the seated delegation casts a vote in the ballot. If more nominees receive the required vote than there are available positions, those receiving the highest number of affirmative votes shall fill the vacancies.
The voting period shall remain open for seven (7) days. A ballot may conclude early only when the outcome is mathematically certain.
In the event of a tie among nominees at the cutoff for the final available position, the ballot shall remain open for the full seven (7) day period, and if the tie remains at the close of the ballot, the Chair shall conduct a run-off ballot limited to the tied nominees.
For the limited purpose of filling vacant delegate positions, the seated delegation shall have authority to determine eligibility notwithstanding Article X of these Bylaws.”
Explanation
This amendment clarifies the process for filling vacant Massachusetts delegate positions to the Libertarian Party National Convention after the State Convention.
Current bylaws allow the delegation to add delegates by a three-fourths (¾) vote but do not define a clear process for doing so. This amendment establishes a structured email ballot system administered by the Chair and ensures that any additional delegates are approved by a strong supermajority of the seated delegation.
The amendment restores full authority over this process to the elected delegation itself. Delegates are duly elected by the membership at the State Convention to represent Massachusetts at the Libertarian Party National Convention, and this amendment ensures that those representatives retain the authority to determine how their delegation is completed and organized.
The Libertarian Party has already moved the date of the Libertarian National Convention to February. If the separate bylaw amendment to move the ULMA State Convention from March to October is adopted, the timeframe between the State Convention and the national convention will increase significantly. Previously, this window was roughly March to May. Under the proposed convention schedule, the window will generally run from October to February. This extended timeframe allows delegates greater flexibility in determining their ability to attend the national convention and provides the delegation with the opportunity to add qualified individuals later if some delegates are initially uncertain about committing to travel so far in advance.
The amendment also ensures that alternates are elevated automatically before additional ballots occur and establishes clear procedures for nominations, ballot timing, and tie resolution. The authority to waive Article X eligibility requirements applies only for the limited purpose of filling vacant delegate seats so that Massachusetts can fully seat its delegation to the national convention when necessary. Nominees are still required to be a legal resident of Massachusetts and a member in good standing of the organization per Article III sec 7.
Key Points of the Amendment
• Clarifies the process for filling vacant Massachusetts delegate seats to the Libertarian Party National Convention.
• Establishes a structured email ballot process for the delegation to approve additional delegates.
• Requires a three-fourths (¾) supermajority to approve any additional delegates.
• Restores full authority to the delegates elected by the membership at the State Convention to determine how their delegation is completed.
• Automatically elevates alternates before additional ballots are conducted.
• Creates clear procedures for nominations, ballot timing, and tie resolution.
• Allows the delegation to waive Article X eligibility requirements only for the limited purpose of filling vacant delegate seats. Maintains Article III requirements.
To be eligible a person must be: 
a. A legal resident of Massachusetts, and 
b. A member in good standing of the organization.
• Reflects the Libertarian Party’s change of the National Convention to February.
• If the separate amendment moving the ULMA State Convention to October is adopted, the timeframe between conventions expands from roughly March–May to October–February, allowing more flexibility for delegates deciding whether they can attend.
• Ensures Massachusetts has a clear and reliable process to fully seat its national convention delegation when needed.
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